Iy speakiog; the cnuson. i ks work
follows a template, or pattern, and leaves
imark’, used by him slone, on bis Flml»ed
k. Tho carve, bowerer, vork

whatever embellhments his ercuive
osine inspires him to add to the waiting
E

latent leaning to the work. Nor are the new-
comers all male.
rwo female apprentices, Emma Dexter and

+ Katie Worthington, may be found, chisel in
hand, thoroughly enjoying their tasks - just as
Stephen Mills obviously enjoys his own
supervisory role. “Those (wo young ladies are
already making a valuable contribution (0 the
vk we'e doing on the Minster's West
Front,” he sai

Nothing, some say, reflects a man’s person-
ality more faithfully than his work-place.

Inall, 50 staff, mostly full-time, work at the

is next to
Stephen, vt thelr figun. includes, thir

glaziers, whereas our glas with by
the York Glaziers® Trust ne; 2

Minster's glass has lw:cn described as
;the word gllry o a gret Buropea i

i ot B e
il iy be one reason why the
oK watv for the Stone Yard srvives. Moat
of the stone ~ moderately hard magnesium
Tsnesnone - couses frm Cadcby QUatys et
Doneaster, xald Siephen, 1t vrls,
the one quar stone ri
when you hn ity
the (ools. but from the same scene
casonably soie sione,
'WINDIEST

“Inside the Minster, even the softer stones
can last basically for ever, but the area we're
working an now. the Wesi Frot ispobably
the windiest we have (o deal with. How long
the stone wil last Iuggly depends on where it
oing 10 be f:

you can gel

also on how detailed

g is.

fescribes his own job as “a terrific
challenge. No two days are the same. On the
one hand I'm dealing with crafismen and
women, on the other with deans and canons,

Stewart Winder hard n work in the
Minster’s masons’ she

Stephen'’s office is immaculate but revealing,
Unmistakably modern, with  digital camera
which magically reveals all possible aspects

Minster statuary by artist Rory Young. These
provide detailed specimens of the Minsters'
marvellously varied stonework.

work on the cathedral and surrounding prop-
e, Whil the Sione Yo & the hub of his

working life, its name nowadays is rather &
‘misnomer, since besides 11 masons and 10
carvers, so many other trades arc involved:
plumbe folders, joiners ... and these
workers also look after the canons’ hous
the deanery, the Minster School, the library
and other propertics.

the surveyor of the fabric and the bursar - a
huge mix of people!” H

on the Minster than init” and ries (o get aloft
0 the scaffold very regularly, as well as visit-
ing the workshops and drawing office.

lere we have one of the largest groups of

our draughtsman and setter-out, per-
forming anancien and sklld ca. He akes
‘measurements from the buildings and makes
full scale-drawings and templates, often very
i and complr,for tho masons 10 v These
are difficult skills o ke

FAVOURITE

Stephen said he found some areas of the
Minster very special: one was the Zouche
Chapel, another the Chapter House. As for the
Missicr Jelf “Faly smags In socig
when the sun is streaming through the
dows i favomie oo for 16, 3 1 ek
evening in summer when the sun is shining
through the West Window.

But perhaps the experience he most
remembers took place late one November day
when he was working at the Triforium Arch
o) i th caicil g dek i ity
exeept. for the choir sehearing for
Qisia seciics of Nioe Le d

rols. “The effect was unbelieval
by ] mnd: the hairs on the ok of my
neck st




